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MEET ING AGENDA
January 28, 2018

Waukesha State Bank, Oconomowoc

Business Meeting
Update on Chapter's Master Operations Manual (MOM)

 Chapter Photo Outing: Spring in the Porkies
Milwaukee Youth Showcase

Website & Newsletter Updates

Morning Session
Show 2017 Chapters Showcase

Selection of 2018 WI Chapters Showcase Entries
Battle of the Sexes Team Breakouts

BYOIs
Retrospective: PSA and My Photography

By Gerry Emmerich, Jr.

Lunch

Afternoon Session
The PSA Portfolio Project: A New Challenge

and "Winter Up North," a Digital Show
By Marie Rakoczy, BPSA and Joe Rakoczy

March 18, 2018

Waukesha State Bank, Oconomowoc

Business Meeting
Annual Business meeting

Chapter Photo Outing: Spring in the Porkies
2018 PSA Conference in Salt Lake City

Website & Newsletter Updates
Awards & Recognitions

Morning Session
Wisconsin PSA Individual Showcase Balloting

Battle of the Sexes discussion for 2018
Showing of the WI PSA Individual Showcase images

BYOIs

Lunch

Afternoon Session
Battle of the Sexes Judging

Minocqua Winter by Kathy Braun
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The PSA Portfolio Project: A New Challenge
and "Winter Up North," a Digital Show

By Marie Rakoczy, BPSA and Joe Rakoczy

 Get an idea of what is involved in the PSA Portfolio Project as Marie explains 
the process that she went through in selecting her images, writing the portfolio 
statement, and putting the images into an attractive array for judging. Marie's 
portfolio subject is Door County in Winter and her Monochrome digital portfolio was 
among the first three acceptances for the United States in the first year of the PSA 
Portfolio competition.

 In addition to her presentation, she and her husband Joe will also be presenting 
a 20-minute digital show, "Winter Up North," which includes most of her portfolio 
images, as well as many other of their striking images of winter. The show is a virtual 
celebration of winter, cold-weather recreation, nature, and the beautiful northern 
landscape and Great Lakes coasts. Areas featured are Wisconsin, the Upper Peninsula 
of Michigan, Minnesota, and Ontario, Canada.

About our Presenters: Marie Rakoczy, BPSA and Joe Rakoczy

 Marie and Joe Rakoczy are residents of Park Ridge, Illinois, but also consider themselves "Part-time 
Cheeseheads," as they also spend a good amount of time at their townhouse in Ellison Bay, Wisconsin. They have 
been involved with the Chicago Area Camera Clubs (CACCA) since joining Green Briar Camera Club in 1988. They 
are now also members of the Des Plaines Camera Club and 10-year members of PSA. 
  Professionally, Marie has worked as a high school teacher and as a business analyst for Coca Cola. Joe is 
a Professional Engineer. He retired from the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District where he worked as a Civil 
Engineer with roles including managing the Chicagoland Deep Tunnel project and the Cook County stormwater 
management program.
  Marie and Joe are avid photographers and especially enjoy cold weather photography. They’ve produced 
a number of travelogues as well as several educational programs. Both are TOPs in CACCA winners and Joe was 
the recipient of CACCA’s 2016 Wanda Crystal Award for photographic and artistic excellence. They have exhibited 
their work in Door County, Wisconsin at the Hardy Gallery and The Clearing, and in Illinois at the Chicago Cultural 
Center, the Lake County Discovery Museum, and the Brickton Gallery. Their articles and photos have appeared 
in several publications, including an article about winter photography entitled "The Magic of Lake Ice" in the 
December 2016 PSA Journal.
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Snapshots from the "New" Chair PSA-WI Executive Committee
Brian Lauttamus, Chairman 

chapter-wisconsin-chair@psa-photo.org
(262) 255-4816

Linnea Matthiesen, Vice-Chair
chapter-wisconsin-chair-vice@psa-photo.org

(414) 627-2364

Trish McCoy, Secretary
chapter-wisconsin-secretary@psa-photo.org

(262) 942-0182

Signe Emmerich, Treasurer
chapter-wisconsin-treasurer@psa-photo.org

(262) 951-5791

Directors

Jeffrey Klug - Webmaster
kpw1255@me.com

(262) 628-1255

Jeffrey Klug, Editor - InFocus Newsletter
kpw1255@me.com

(262) 628-1255

Marty Welter
State Membership Director

wi- state@psa- photo.org
(715) 254-7139

Chapter Membership,
Signe Emmerich, FPSA, EPSA

Programs and Historian
Gerry Emmerich, Jr., HonPSA, GMPSA/B

Hospitality,
Nancy Klemp, Sandy Matson APSA,

Showcases, Gerry Emmerich, Jr., HonPSA, 
GMPSA/B

Youth Showcase,
Kathy Braun, FPSA, PPSA

youth-showcase-director@psa-photo.org

InFocus, official newsletter
of the PSA-Wisconsin
Chapter, is published five 
times a year, and is included 
in the Chapter membership 
dues paid by PSA members 
who join the PSA-Wisconsin 
Chapter.
InFocus and its contents are © 2018 by the
Photographic Society of America and the
PSA-Wisconsin Chapter. Material may not
be reproduced without permission.

In the last newsletter, Signe described herself as the “old” Chair, so 
I guess that makes me the “new” Chair, certainly not the “young” 
Chair. As the new guy, learning the duties and responsibilities of 
the Chair position, being helped by Signe, I’m appreciating more 
than ever what she has done for our Chapter in the past four 
years. For that dedicated and excellent leadership, we applaud 
and thank you Signe. 

So, what about me, the new Chair? As I’ve begun to dig more into 
the Chapter’s operations, how it operates, and who does what, 
I see a lot of strength in our leaders and members, willing to 
get involved and to contribute at a very high and effective level, 
sometimes contributing large amounts of time. Any organization 
is only as strong as its membership, and our chapter has a lot 
going for it, a lot of strengths. Also, we have an annual program 
cycle which seems to be working well, that the members support. 
My goal is to keep on keeping on with the many things which work 
well (most things) and help tweak a few things where I think we 
might do a little bit better.

So what else is new? The Chapter Board voted after our last 
meeting on November 5 to approve our Chapter’s Master 
Operating Manual, affectionately referred to as our “MOM”. 
That document was created over a roughly four month period by 
Signe, Linnea, and me, leaning heavily on Signe’s knowledge and 
experiences. Our MOM, recently posted on our Chapter’s website 
in the DOCUMENTS tab, is intended for all members, to provide 
guidance as to how our Chapter is to operate, in line with PSA’s 
guiding documents. Please look at it when you get a chance and 
let us know if you have any comments or questions.

The PSA Wisconsin Chapter History, which details our Chapter’s 
history going back to the beginning in 1991, written by Gerry 
Emmerich, was also posted in the website’s DOCUMENTS tab 
recently. As one of the newer Chapter members, I found it to be 
very interesting and helpful. Thanks so much for that Gerry. 
 
As time goes on, we’ll be using the Chapter’s website DOCUMENTS 
tab to post more items of interest for our members.

Michigan’s Porcupine State Park will be our spring outing destination 
over the weekend of May 18, 19, and 20, details for which may be 
found elsewhere in this newsletter. Hope you will join us. 

Thanks to all of you for your support. Should you have a concern 
or suggestion anytime, please let me know. 

Brian Lauttamus
WI Chapter Chairperson
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MILWAUKEE AREA YOUTH SHOWCASE
By Signe Emmerich

The Wisconsin PSA Chapter has sponsored the Milwaukee Area Youth Showcase for the past 23 years and will 
continue to be the sponsor this year. The 2018 Youth Showcase from Milwaukee area high schools closes February 
28, 2018, and the judging will take place sometime between March 4 and March 10. Matting of the accepted prints 
will begin shortly after the judging and will need to be finished by Thursday, March 15. All of the accepted Milwaukee 
Area Showcase prints will be exhibited at Milwaukee City Hall from Monday, March 20 to Friday, March 30, 2018.

We need volunteers for the following jobs:

• Three judges for the judging sometime between March 4 and March 10.
• Matting to be finished by Thursday March 15.
• Setting up the display at City Hall on Monday, March 19
• Bringing refreshments to the reception Tuesday, March 20 at 5:00 pm
• Help taking down display on Friday, March 30.

Please think about and volunteer for the above jobs; Kathy will be asking for volunteers at the January Chapter 
meeting. 

2018 PSA CHAPTERS SHOWCASE

At each January Wisconsin Chapter meeting, members select 12 digital images for the Wisconsin Chapters Showcase 
entry in the PSA Chapters Showcase competition. Our Chapter will do that again at this January meeting. All of the 
Chapters from across the country will have their entries judged in late spring of 2018 by a Host Chapter, and the 
judging results will be shown at the 2018 PSA Conference in Salt Lake City, Utah in October.

The 12 images are selected from the Chapter members’ submitted digital images. Chapter members present at the 
January Chapter meeting will use ballots for the selection. Each Chapter member may submit one
“open subject” image for the selection judging. Open subject means the image can be manipulated through use 
of software or photographic techniques. The digital entries should be sized no larger than 1400 pixels wide and 
1050 pixels high (note the size change). The images must be under 1MB and in jpg format. Also in the file 
name, please put your last name and title of the image.

No image previously selected for the Showcase can be used again. If you have any question about images you 
may have had selected in the past, or any other question about the Showcase, contact Gerry Emmerich, Wisconsin 
Chapter Showcase Chair, oakopening@gmail.com. 

Please email your image to Jeff Klug, kpw1255@me.com. He will add them to those images brought to the 
meeting. Please note that only images from Wisconsin Chapter members in good standing (in other words, who have 
paid the Chapter dues) can be selected for the Showcase.

M
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2017-2018 PSA WISCONSIN CHAPTER DUES

Remember, you must be a member of the Photographic Society of America to be a Chapter

member. The membership year is from July 2017 through June 2018.

The Chapter membership fee per person is:

$5.00

Make your check payable to PSA Wisconsin Chapter and mail to:
Signe Emmerich – N8466 Pickeral Lake Rd, East Troy WI 53120

Name: _______________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________ Zip: _____________

My email address is: __________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________

NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS: It is time to renew your Chapter membership. The
membership year is from July 2017 through June 2018. Thus as of July 1, 2017,
your Chapter dues are due. You can send a check to the Treasurer at any time, or
you can pay your dues at the next meeting on January 28, 2018. Use the form below.

Reservation Form for January 28,2018 Meeting
Waukesha State Bank, Oconomowoc, Wisconsin

Registrations should reach us by January 21, 2018

The cost for this meeting is $11.00 (which helps to cover lunch and the speaker’s honorarium). If you will not 

be eating the provided lunch (because of dietary or time constraints) your cost would be $5.00 for the meeting.

Name(s): ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________ Email: ____________________________________________

      

          Number attending        Cost

     Meeting  ____ @ $5.00  ____________

     Lunch   ____ @ $6.00  ____________

            Total Amount Enclosed                   ____________

 

Make check payable to PSA-WI Chapter and mail to: 

Signe Emmerich – N8466 Pickerel Lake Rd, East Troy WI 53120
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And now a word from your State Membership Director…

Greetings and Happy Holidays to All of my fellow shutterbugs!

 As many of you may know, I truly feel that one of the best benefits of PSA Membership is the Educational 
opportunities we have to offer, so over the course of the next few newsletters I will be highlighting different 
opportunities and encourage each of you to log in to your PSA account, look them over for more details and utilize 
them to their fullest potential.

 I would like to start with the online classes that are available to us. These include:

•  Image Analysis
•  Creating Competitive Images
•  Photography Instruction (for this, you will work with an instructor)
•  Portraits in Available Lighting
•  Still Life Photography
•  The History of Photography (a great course for beginners)
•  A Portfolio Experience
•  Creating Portfolios for Assessment 

 Whether you are a beginner or seasoned pro, these are great courses to work through and, again, are a 
member benefit, so take advantage!

 We are once again getting ready for the next PSA Conference which will be held in Salt Lake City from 
September 30, 2018 to October 6, 2018. You can find information on the PSA website under the Conference Tab. 
This will be an awesome conference with many National Parks near by for you to photography so keep watching the 
website for registration information which will be available in Spring 2018.

 In closing, don’t let your camera gear collect dust all winter, get out, brave the elements and shoot, shoot, 
shoot. There have been over 100 reports of Snowy Owls already, Eagle Watching days will be coming up soon and 
many other snow related activities so get out and enjoy and capture.

We would like to welcome these new Wisconsin PSA members:

Vince Condella - Mequon
   Tom Fleming - Sun Prairie
Jeff McDonald - Whitewater

Mary Nicolais - Appleton
Jeanne Panka - Waukesha

  

Photographically Yours,

Marty Welter
Wisconsin State Membership Director
Happy Shooting!

Marty Welter  PO Box 5  Junction City, WI, 54443
wi_psa_smd@icloud.com

715-254-7139 (weekday evenings or on the weekend only please)  

Wisconsin State Membership Committee Report
By Marty Welter
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Chapter Website
By Jeffrey Klug

www.psawisconsin.org

I have made a few changes to the website. On the 
home page we have added upcoming Events. Clicking 
on the event will take you to the meetings page for 
that event, which has the agenda for that day. This will 
provide a quicker way to see what is coming up and to 
see the agenda for that meeting.

The other section is call Documents, this section has 
three tabs, one for the Master Operating Manual, one for 
Chapter History and one for miscellaneous documents 
(currently info for the Spring Outing). This tab will 
change as our informational needs changes.

It is time to update your gallery if you have one, if not, 
lets get one started for you. Send me 20 images for 
your gallery (sized 2100 pixels on the long side) plus 
a short description about your photography, A head 
shot would also be nice so everyone can associate your 
name and face to your images.

As usual, I am always looking for articles to put onto 
the photo advice column, here is a great way to show 
off a technique the you like to use. We are all looking 
for new ways to improve our images, why not share 
some of your ideas.

Following comments from the last meeting, I have 
made some more changes to the possible logo for the 
Chapter.

Jeffrey R Klug
kpw1255@me.com

Chapter Newsletter
By Jeffrey Klug

The Chapter Newsletter comes out 5 times a year, 
usually 3 weeks before the next meeting, including a 
special newsletter after the Summer Board meeting. 
I am looking for articles to put into the newsletter, it 
could be a special technique that you use to process an 
image, or special place that you like to photograph at. 
Or maybe it is a special piece of equipment that makes 
it easier for you to get that special image. Please write 
a short article about it, send some images with it and 
we will get it out to the chapter, it is a great way to 
help your fellow photographer. Here are the due dates 
for articles for the Newsletter:

February 11, 2018 for the March Newsletter
April 1, 2018 for the May Newsletter

Send photos or articles to: Jeffrey R. Klug at
kpw1255@me.com

Badger Circuit International
Jeffrey Klug Chairman

The Badger Circuit has hit a small problem for it to 
continue. We are on a lookout for someone that is 
proficient in Windows to help explore and set up 
an International Up-loader. We have a number of 
possible up-loaders to use, our main problem is that 
they are complicated and need someone that knows 
the Windows operating system. So for now we are 
at a standstill, since it is beyond my capabilities 
(we know that I know Apple, but Windows drives 
me crazy) So if anyone has the capabilities and the 
willingness to work on this project please let me 
know. My email is kpw1255@me.com. We are also 
looking for someone to Chair this committee for both 
WACCO and PSA Chapter. I have found myself too 
busy to continue as Chairman. WACCO has decided 
to give it 6 months and then revisit if we want to 
continue to pursue putting on the Badger Circuit. 
It will depend on if we can find someone with the 
computer skills and if we can find an up-loader that 
fits our needs. We are currently planning to get this 
moving sometime next year and be ready for the 
international sometime in 2020.
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Battle of the Sexes II
By Signe Emmerich

BATTLE PLAN

All Chapter members in good standing are eligible to 
enter the Battle, whether they can attend the meetings 
or not. So, if distance or other obligations preclude you 
from attending the Chapter meetings, please consider 
participating by email with your Team Captain.

Highlights in red indicate an activity already completed.

May, 2016:
Selection of the 21 categories.

January 29, 2017 Meeting:
Preliminary team meetings; selection of team captains; 
determine team procedures.

March 13, 2017 Meeting:
Have team breakouts to strategize and note progress.

Summer 2016 - January 2018 Meeting:
Team members identify images for entry in the categories 
and submit the images to their respective Team Captains.

November 5, 2017 Meeting:
Have team breakouts to strategize; review images to 
identify strengths and weaknesses in the categories.

January 28, 2018 Meeting:
Team breakouts in morning portion of Chapter meeting 
to determine selections by teams.

March 2018 Meeting:
Second Battle of the Sexes takes place in the afternoon 
with guest judges.

May 2018 Meeting:
Plan for Third Battle; select 21 categories for the next 
Battle.

Subjects for Battle 2018

Abstract, Antique Cars, Bokeh, Calatrava, Celebrate, 
Closeup, County Fair, Dogs and/or Cats, Doors, Feet, Hats, 
Ice or Snow, Munising, Pathways, San Antonio, Still Life, 
Texture, The Eyes Have It, Wheels, Windows, Zoo Animal

What is Bokeh?

Basically, bokeh is the quality of out-of-focus or “blurry” 
parts of the image rendered by a camera lens – it is NOT 
the blur itself or the amount of blur in the foreground or 
the background of a subject. The blur that you are so used 
to seeing in photography that separates a subject from 
the background is the result of shallow “depth of field” 
and is generally simply called “background blur”. The 
quality and feel of the background/foreground blur and 
reflected points of light, however, is what photographers 
call Bokeh.

INFORMATION TO PARTICIPATE IN 
THE BATTLE OF THE SEXES 

WHO: All PSA Chapter members who are in good standing 
may participate in the BATTLE. Team captains are to be 
selected at the January 29, 2017 Chapter meeting. 

WHAT: Participants should take images that they feel fit 
the 21 categories. These images should be jpegs sized to 
a max of 1024 pixels horizontal and 768 pixels vertical. 

At the final selection, there may be no more than 2 images 
per participant in the BATTLE. Final determination may 
be made by the team captain. 
Images must be taken between May 1, 2016 and March 
1, 2018. 

HOW: Submit your images by email to the appropriate 
team captain, with your name and category identified for 
each image. Emails from the Team Captains will go out 
shortly. Ladies Team Captain: Linnea Matthiesen: Men's 
Team Captain: Mark Bunge.

WHEN: The team breakouts will take place at the 2017 
January, March, November, and 2018 January Chapter 
meetings. The “BATTLE” will take place in the afternoon 
of the March 2018 Chapter meeting with guest judges. 
You may submit images from now until January 2018. 

WHERE: The Chapter meets at the Waukesha State Bank, 
Oconomowoc, State Hwy 67 just north of I-94 exit 282. 

WHY: Just because…it’s FUN 
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PSA Wisconsin Chapter 2018 Spring Trip
By Brian Lauttamus

Michigan’s Porcupine State Park area is our 2018 spring photo outing destination for the weekend of May 18, 19, 
and 20, 2018.

Our base will be the AmericInn in Silver City, Mich. near the east entrance to Porcupine State Park where we 
have 20 recently refurbished rooms w/ 2 queens at $120.51 for “PSA Wisconsin Chapter”, available for check-in 
from May 17 to check-out on May 21. You must reserve by phone directly with hotel (not on-line) before 
April 17, 2018 at 906-885-5311 letting them know you are with the “PSA Wisconsin Chapter”. The hotel is 
closed 11/2 thru 12/26, and 3/3 thru 5/1 but the front desk is available Mon. thru Friday from 9:00 am until 2:00 
pm.

A continental breakfast is provided at no additional charge. The dining room, which is rather nice, is open for dinner 
but not for lunch. A conference room is provided for us where we can share stories and photos in the evening. Please 
be aware that there is no cell service at the hotel, though is available near area towns.

Here is a link to the hotel web-page: https://www.americinn.com/hotels/mi/silvercity Please remember that you 
must call in to make the reservation and that they are closed for remodeling during the winter, so they will be harder 
to reach.

Photo opportunities feature the area’s abundant water, such as Lake of the Clouds, Lake Superior, many rivers (e.g., 
Presque Isle River) and water falls (e.g., Bond Falls). Also, look for spring flowers and whatever else you might find 
around the area (e.g., small towns and farms). Please see Ken Warning’s article on photo opportunities.

For those interested in photographing with others, Ken Warning has offered to help organize some photo opportunities 
based on his knowledge and years of shooting in the area. Others may prefer to shoot locations of their own 
choosing. In either case, our goal is provide an experience that everyone can enjoy. 

For more information on the area goto https://www.porcupineup.com

We look forward to a wonderful weekend and hope you will join us.

Brian
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Porcupine Mountain State Park

Ottawa Visitor Center (50) Located on Hwy 2 and Hwy 
45, enter on Hwy 2 east of 45 on South side.
Very good visitor center, books, gifts, information.

Photo Opportunities East of Porcupine Mtn. 
State Park

Bond Falls (43)

Drive North on 45 from Watersmeet to Paulding, turn 
right on Bond Falls Road, continue Bond Falls Road and 
turn left into parking lot for Bond Falls. Michigan State 
Park Permit required, can pay daily fee at entrance. 
Usually not manned. Take path to wood deck for lower 
falls, walk up steps on right side to the upper level. Sun 
in the afternoon is good for color reflections in the upper 
level, depending on leaves.

Kakabica Falls

From Watersmeet go west on Hwy 2 about 14 miles, turn 
right on forest Hwy 527, in about ½ mile you will see 
a small bridge, and parking for two cars on left before 
bridge. This is more of a cascade, and is usually dependent 
on recent rain for good water levels. 

Agate Falls (42)

PSA Wisconsin Chapter Spring 2018 Trip
By Ken Warning
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Agate Falls continued

From Paulding go north on Hwy 45 to Bruce Crossing, 
at Hwy 28 turn right and go east about 6-7 miles. Agate 
Falls parking is located at a wayside. Take the trail to the 
right and walk under Hwy 28, there will be a platform to 
photograph the falls. There is no easy way to get closer 
to the falls, and I usually just shoot from the platform, 
which only allows limited views.

O-Kun-De-Kun Falls (39)

From Bruce Crossing take Hwy 45 north about 4-5 miles. 
A small parking lot is on the right side of the road. We 
have not been to this waterfall, but other photographers 
have had positive comments on it. For a photo and 
description goto http://gowaterfalling.com/waterfalls/
okundekun.shtml

Rockland

This is a small town on Hwy 45 north of Bruce Crossing. 
We pass through it on the way to Ontonagon, and 
have noticed some empty buildings that may be worth 
photographing. In Rockland there should be a sign giving 
directions to Old Victoria. Old Victoria is a site with 
log cabin homes that are being restored. It opens on 
Memorial Day. We have not been to this location, but it 
sounds interesting and it may be worth a try to see if we 
can photograph it from the outside.

Ontonagon Lighthouse (28)

We have not been to this lighthouse for a tour. We have 

tried to photograph it from a distance. You must go to the 
historical museum in town to take a bus to the lighthouse 
for the tour. (Downtown on River St.)

Ontonagon Township Park 

This is a park east of Ontonagon that has access to Lake 
Superior.

Photo Opportunities West of Porcupine Mtn. 
State Park

Black River Water Falls(15)

From Wakefield take Hwy 2 west to Bessemer. Turn right 
on Monroe St. and in about ½ mile turn left on Black 
River Road (Forest Hwy 513). Drive north several miles 
until you see signs for parking for the water falls. The first 
waterfall is Conglomerate Falls. Return the walk back to 
the parking lot and drive to the next location which has 
access to two waterfalls Potawatomi, and Gorge Falls. 
There are two more waterfalls, Sandstone and Rainbow 
which I have not been to recently. Here is a link to more 
information for Black River Water Falls:
http://www.gowaterfalling.com/waterfalls/blackriver.
shtml

The next newsletter will have information regarding the 
sites to see at or near Porcupine Mtn. State Park.

Note Numbers to the right of attractions are from 
Porkies Travel Guide Map.

A full size version 
of this map can be 

found at: http://www.
psawisconsin.org/

documents/#/spring-in-
the-porkies-1/

Conglomerate Falls
Black River Waterfalls Area
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Chapter Member Gallery
Kathy Braun

(Youth Showcase Chairperson)

Taking photos, for me, is not creating works of art. It is recording what has already been created. Beyond the 
earth's beauty, I love capturing nature's creatures. Along with traveling, I am very fortunate to live where I can 
shoot Lake Michigan sunrises and open field sunsets in addition to all sorts of backyard visitors. My deviation from 
natural subjects is in the architecture area, especially parts of old structures. One can see by my images that my 
favorite season is autumn, my favorite color is orange, and, as Illustrated by my last images, my favorite holiday 
is Halloween.

White Sands Yucca

Forest Monarch

Geyser at DuskAutumn Colors
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Chapter Member Gallery
Kathy Braun Continued

Santa Elena Canyon
 Rockport Sunrise

Candlelight and Wine

Second Floor Collapse

Mormon Barn in Tetons

Wagon Wheel
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Chapter Member Gallery
Kathy Braun Continued

Metal Stairs

Barn Door and Window

Shed

Arctic Fox
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Chapter Member Gallery
Kathy Braun Continued

Backyard Visitor

Diving for a Morsel

Monkey's Grooming

The End

Boo!
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PSA News
By Signe Emmerich

     Logo

The PSA logo has been updated to reflect the international organization it has become 
with the addition of the word “worldwide”.  PSA has members in over 75 countries 
around the world and those members now make up 32% of our membership.

QPSA

At the October 2017 Board meeting, the PSA Board of Directors approved a new Recognition of Photographic 
Achievement distinction level – QPSA. The “Q” stands for Qualified. Instead of needing a minimum of 288 acceptanc-
es for this new first level ROPA distinction, PSA member exhibitors will be able to apply for the QPSA distinction with 
as few as 54 acceptances, as documented in Star Ratings certificates issued by PSA Division Star Ratings directors.

It is very important to note that all exhibitors must apply for and receive Star Ratings certificates before applying for 
all ROPA distinctions. A scan, photo, or copy of the certificates must be provided as part of the application. Only the 
highest-level certificate in each Division or “star path” is required. Any Star Rating certificate from any combination 
of Divisions can be used. 

The eligibility requirement for the QPSA distinction can be met in any of three ways – a three star rating in any one 
Division or star path, as documented in the highest level certificate in that Division; 

OR – a two star rating in any one Division or star path, as documented in the two-star certificate in that Division and 
a one star rating in another Division or star path, as documented in the one-star certificate in the other Division; 

OR – a one star rating in any three Divisions or star paths, as documented in the one-star certificate in each of the 
three Divisions or star paths.

Examples of each are shown below:

--- 3 Stars in the Nature Division = 72 minimum acceptances

--- 2 Stars in the Projected Image Division – Color (PIDC) star path = 36 minimum acceptances PLUS 1 Star in the 
Projected Image Division – Monochrome (PIDM) star path = 18 minimum acceptances (36 + 18 = 54 acceptances)

--- 1 Star in PIDC = 18 acceptances PLUS 1 Star in the Photojournalism Division (PJD) = 18 acceptances PLUS 1 
Star in Photo Travel Division (PTD) = 18 acceptances (18 + 18 + 18 = 54 acceptances)

How do you get a Division Star certificate? When PSA members enter PSA-recognized exhibitions, their images 
may be “accepted” in the PSA Division section that it was entered in, such as Projected Image – Color, Photo Travel, 
or Nature. Eventually the exhibitor submits an application of his acceptances and titles to the appropriate Division’s 
Star Director who certifies the application by issuing Star certificates. These Star certificates are for a minimum 
number of acceptances. 

How do you get a distinction such as QPSA, PPSA, MPSA, etc.? Each Star certificate has a stated minimum 
number of acceptances and titles on it.

Continued on page 18
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O t her  Wiscons in  Even t s
WACCO

March 4, 2018 – Roman Kurywczak Seminar (see page 15)
See: www.wicameraclubs.org

Photo Quote
It is my intention to present - through the medium of photography - intuitive observations of 
the natural world which may have meaning to the spectators.

Ansel Adams

Photos by
Marty Welter

Continued from page 17

Star 1 = 18 acceptances – 6 different titles

Star 2 = 36 acceptances – 12 different titles

Star 3 = 72 acceptances – 24 different title

Star 4 = 144 acceptances – 48 different titles

Star 5 = 288 acceptances – 96 different titles

To determine what ROPA level the PSA exhibitor qualifies for, only the latest Star certificates are used to total the 
minimum number of acceptances.  Any combination of Star certificates to reach the 54 minimum acceptances of 
QPSA will work. The next ROPA level is PPSA and that requires any combination of Star certificates to arrive at 
the minimum of 288 acceptances. 

Applications for QPSA are being accepted beginning January 5, 2018. For more information regarding Stars and 
ROPA, go to https://psa-photo.org/index.php?stars-and-ropa of the PSA website.
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2017 PSA CHAPTERS SHOWCASE 
By Ken Warning

Chapters Showcase Director

The first PSA Chapters Showcase was presented at the Society’s fiftieth anniversary conference in San Francisco in 1983. The 
Showcase features pictorial images from participating PSA Chapters assembled in a program set to music. The initial showing of the 
35th annual PSA Chapters Showcase was presented at the 2017 PSA Conference in Pittsburgh and featured the work of all 12 PSA 
Chapters. Participating Chapters included the Arizona, Central Florida, Chicago, Everglades, Gem State, Gold Rush, Inland Empire, 
Mid-Atlantic, PSA Metropolitan, Wisconsin, and Yerba Buena Chapters. Arizona is a new Chapter that was chartered in 2017. The 
Host Chapter for the 2017 Chapters Showcase was the Southern California Roundup Chapter, with Stuart Lynn, APSA, serving as 
Showcase Chairman. Three highly qualified PSA photographers, Nan Carder, APSA, MPSA, Diane Racey, FPSA, GMPSA, and Joanne 
Stolte, FPSA, MPSA, EFIAP were recruited as judges.

Each Chapter submits twelve images from twelve different members, and the Host Chapter selects both Chapter and individual 
awards. The Host Chapter also submits twelve images, which are not included in the judging. The Best Chapters Showcase was 
awarded to the Chicago Chapter; the PSA Metropolitan Chapter; was First Runner-up; the Mid-Atlantic Chapter was Second Runner-
up; and the Third Runner-up was the Wisconsin Chapter. 

The top individual images were awarded PSA Chapter medals. The Best of Showcase gold medal was awarded to My Phuong 
Nguyen, PPSA for the Best of Show (gold medal) image, Cosmos On The Light Pad. Mohammad Ali Salim, GMPSA, SPSA, of PSA 
Metropolitan Chapter received the silver medal for Flying Ballerina BW, and Joe Rakoczy of the Chicago Chapter received the 
bronze medal for Utah Ranch.
. 
In addition, the highest scoring image from each Chapter is awarded a Best of Chapter certificate. This honor went to Susan Cowles, 
APSA, MPSA, Arizona, Nancy Lester, Central Florida; Joe Rakoczy, Chicago; Barbara E Miller, FPSA, MPSA, EFIAP, Everglades; Darin 
Hlavinka, Gem State; Dean Taylor, Gold Rush; Cortney Litwin, Inland Empire; My Phuong Nguyen, PPSA, Mid-Atlantic; Mohammad 
Ali Salim, GMPSA, SPSA, PSA Metropolitan; Irene Kramer, Wisconsin, and Bruce Finocchio, Yerba Buena Chapter. Also, each Chapter 
member with an image in the Showcase receives a certificate of participation.

The 2017 Chapters Showcase digital presentation was produced by Ken Warning, Chapters Showcase Director. Joanne Stolte, FPSA, 
MPSA, EFIAP, from the Host Southern California Roundup Chapter, presented the program to the Conference attendees. A copy 
of the 2017 PSA Chapter Showcase was provided to each Chapter, and the 2017 Showcase is available to all PSA members for 
showing at camera club meetings or other photographic events. Contact Ken Warning, PSA Chapters Showcase Director, chapters-
showcase-director@psa-photo.org . There is no charge for the DVD. 

Best of Show/ Gold Medal
Cosmos On The Light Pad

By Myphuong Nguyen, PPSA

Silver Medal
Flying Ballerina BW

By Mohammad Ali Salim, GMPSA, SPSA
Metropolitan Chapter

Bronze Medal
Utah Ranch

By Joe Rakoczy
Chicago Chapter
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Wisconsin Chapter's Showcase

The Coming Storm by Marty Welter

Longshen Terraces by Signe Emmerich, FPSA, EPSA

Fireworks at EAA by Kathy Brand

A Pear And Apples by Priscilla Farrell Horicon Marsh Sunrise by Dave Edwards

Crashing In Grand Marais by Gerald Emmerich, Jr.
HonPSA, GMPSA/B
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Wisconsin Chapter's Showcase

Calatrava Atrium Study 7m by Karl Hokanson The Barn Cat by Jane Hirst

St Augustine Storm by Brian Lauttamus Waves At Miners Beach by Trish McCoy

Startled Hawk by Irene Kramer
Best of Wisconsin Chapter

Three Geese by Lenore Ryan
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Best Chapters Showcase
Chicago Chapter

Los Angeles Cactus Blossom by Sheri Sparks Mama Macaque And Child by Diane Bodkin

Autumnal Barn Owl by Richard Fisher

First Light by Jacob Padrul

 Utah Ranch by Joe Rakoczy

Blackrock Light by Marie Rakoczy
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Best Chapters Showcase
Chicago Chapter

Three Sisters Sunset by Alan Cox
Crab Rocks Overcast by Jim Bodkin

Magnificent Water Lily by Roger Willingham

Low Tide At Dawn by John Hewitt

He Went That Way by Bob Benson

Stormy Day At Bass Harbor by Peggy Benson
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Wisconsin Area Camera Club Organization 
Presents

A Photography Seminar
Roman Kurywczak

Bio

Roman Kurywczak is a professional nature photographer for over 15 years who conducts lectures and workshops 
across the globe. His boutique tour company, Roamin’ with Roman Photo Tours, caters to small groups to provide the 
ultimate learning experience for participants. Whether he is out in Tanzania or standing before a roaring waterfall 
in Iceland, Roman’s energy and passion for nature photography are clearly evident. You can often find him out in 
Arches or Yellowstone national park late at night photographing the nighttime landscapes and calling it fun! Closer 
to home, Roman will spend countless hours doing macro photography. While he enjoys photographing insects, his 
favorite subject is flowers, which he buys for his wife and he is sticking to that story. Roman is equally comfortable 
photographing landscapes, macro subjects, and wildlife whether he is at some exotic location or close to home.

His down to earth and easy to follow teaching style make him a highly sought after lecturer. He has given countless 
lectures and workshops across the country. The author of several instructional eBooks on nature photography, 
Roman strives to share his passion for photography as others have shared with him. He lives in NJ and is married 
with two sons.

A proud member of the Sigma Pro team, you can find his galleries, blog, tour schedule, and more on his website: 
www.roaminwithroman.com

The seminar is on March 4th, 2018 and will be held at the Country Springs Hotel. It is sponsored in part by SIGMA. 
His talk will be about Night Photography, Photographing Wildlife, From Portraits to Action, Taking your Macro 
Photography to the Next Level and For The Love of Landscapes.

The cost of the seminar is $45 for early registration (before 2/5/18) and $65 for general admission, both includes 
lunch.

We will also have a workshop the following day. Work with Roman to learn how to create beautiful macro photos. 
We will have various items to photograph. Bring your camera, closeup equipment and tripod with you to this 2 hour 
workshop. Sigma will also be there to provide some loaner equipment. This is a great time to perfect your macro 
skills.

The fee for the workshop is $30 (for early registration before 2/5/18) Sold Out.
This workshop is limited to 15 people. It is expected to fill up fast.

For more information go to http://www.wicameraclubs.org/programs/
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Announcing the 2018 PSA Conference

Details of the Conference will be in the February 
through May 2018 issues of the PSA Journal.

80th Annual
International Conference

Photographic Society of America
September 30 – October 6, 2018

Additional detail of the conference can be 
found at: https://psa-photo.org/index.

php?conference-overview

Directions to Waukesha State Bank

Meeting is at:

Waukesha State Bank (Lower Level)
1227 Corporate Center Drive

Oconomowoc WI

From the East or West on I-94 - take WI 67
North, exit 282, to the light at Pabst Farms

Blvd. Turn left on Oconomowoc Dr., then left
on Corporate Center Dr.

From the North or South take WI 67 to the
light at Pabst Farms Blvd. Turn west on
Oconomowoc Dr., then left on Corporate

Center Dr.

On Corporate Center Dr., the Bank building is
the second building on the left. Park on the

south side of the building, and enter the
doors at the SE area of the building. Meeting

rooms are downstairs.

Nearby Lodging:
Hilton Garden Inn

1443 Pabst Farm Circle, 262-200-2222
Staybridge Suites

1141 Blue Ribbon Drive, 262-200-2900
Country Pride Inn

2412 Milwaukee Street
Delafield, WI - Exit 287 on I-94, at Hwy. 83

262-646-3300 (reasonable rates)


