
 

PSA Wisconsin Chapter Annual Business Meeting Minutes—3-18-18 

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 9 AM by Brian Lauttamus, Chair. 

 

The Chair verified that we had a quorum (20% of membership).  Twenty five chapter 

members were in attendance. 

 

New Members/Guests:  Brian introduced Vince Condella, a retired Milwaukee 

meteorologist, who is now pursuing his passion for photography.  He is particularly 

interested in PSA star ratings and has joined two PSA study groups. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Signe Emmerich gave the Treasurer’s report.  We had an opening 

balance of $5,086.97 in the treasury on July 1, 2017.  With income of $805.00 and 

expenses of $700.65, our current balance through February 28, 2018 is $5,191.32.  Signe 

resigned as Treasurer after being appointed to the PSA Board and Karen Geisel 

assumed her duties March 1st. 

 

2018 Spring Photo Outing:  Brian discussed the upcoming Spring in the Porkies event to 

be held in Silver City, MI.  Thirteen rooms are currently reserved.  You must be a 

member in good standing to attend and may bring a spouse, domestic partner or one 

friend to the outing.  If you need a room, call the hotel directly to receive the PSA rate.  

A Release Form must be signed by everyone attending.  One can be printed from the 

newsletter.  The last newsletter has information about the outing.  Here is a link: 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/557c5775e4b03cb1c91eb1cb/t/5a42b5b49140b7bb58

a2b0a6/1514321510028/Infocus-2018-January-M.pdf  

 

Brian asked if we would like a group dinner Saturday night.  Eleven members were 

interested.  It was decided we would find a time to meet for dinner at the motel’s dining 

room.   

 

We usually show the PSA Club Showcase results at the outing.  It was decided to view 

them after dinner on Saturday evening as well as our own images from the area.  Brian 

reminded us the area is on EDS time and that no cell service is available at the hotel. 

 

Activities for the outing were discussed.  There will be photo opportunities updated on 

an easel as well as optional group outings.  It was thought Friday AM might be good for 

Black River and Saturday afternoon for Presque Isle.     

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/557c5775e4b03cb1c91eb1cb/t/5a42b5b49140b7bb58a2b0a6/1514321510028/Infocus-2018-January-M.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/557c5775e4b03cb1c91eb1cb/t/5a42b5b49140b7bb58a2b0a6/1514321510028/Infocus-2018-January-M.pdf


 

Also discussed was a sign-up sheet so groups could caravan to different shooting areas.  

Some topics were mentioned and it was asked if someone would help with star 

photography which could be done behind the motel.  Ken Warning and Jeff Klug said 

they would determine a time and place for a star shoot, weather permitting. 

 

2019 Spring Outing:  A few places were suggested—Prairie du Chien, Baraboo, 

Dubuque, IA and Minneapolis.  The first straw poll showed our group will go almost 

anywhere to shoot photographs, but in an informal vote the majority of members opted 

for Prairie du Chien.  Brian said the vote would be taken into account by the Directors. 

 

Battle of the Sexes:  We have completed our second round of this competition.  It was 

asked if there was interest in continuing.  Many positive comments were made:  It helps 

train your eye, it is a group activity, it’s fun to get together to work on it, we shoot 

subjects and work as a team, and it’s fun.  Judith Pannoza made a motion to continue 

the activity and Linnea Mathiessen seconded it.  A vote was taken with an 

overwhelming majority voting in favor of continuing.  The third BOTS will be March 

2020. 

 

BOTS category suggestions should be sent to Signe for compilation.  Then we can add 

any additional ideas at the Porkies meeting and vote for the final selection of topics. 

 

Membership Report:  Signe reported that we currently have 59 total members, with 13 

being newcomers to the group and 45 established members.  Jeff sends out 72 emails 

with 3 members being outside Wisconsin.  (As an aside, Mark Bunge reported the 

demise of the Friends of the Arboretum group.) 

 

Youth Showcase:  Kathy Braun reported the successful judging of the Youth Showcase.  

She mentioned it was challenging with different-sized prints.  Donations were received 

from Don Frisque and Signe and Gerry Emmerich.  Tuesday the 19th a reception was 

held for students and teachers. 

 

2018 PSA Conference:  Gerry discussed the upcoming Salt Lake City conference.  The 

tour schedule is now posted on the PSA website.  Most of the tours occur Sunday 

through Tuesday, September 30th through October 2nd.  Here is a link:  https://psa-

photo.org/index.php?2018-conference-tours 

 

Gerry then showed some pictures from the Salt Lake City area.  Registration opens 

April 2nd.   Here is a link to information about the conference if you are considering 

attending:  https://psa-photo.org/index.php?2018-psa-conference 

https://psa-photo.org/index.php?2018-conference-tours
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?2018-conference-tours
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?2018-psa-conference


 

With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 10 AM. 

 

 

Trish McCoy, Secretary 
 


